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Grounded in Values, Aiming for the Stars

Astronaut. Doctor, UCalgary Grad, Former University chancellor. Officer of the Order of
Canada. Dr. Robert Thirsk, OC, BSc(Eng)’76, Hon. LLD’09, MDCM, PEng, has spent more
days in space than any other Canadian but it’s what that experience helped him learn about
Earth that might surprise you. As the very first Arch Award recipient in 1985, he’s seen four
decades of extraordinary change in science, leadership, and our shared future. Now, as the
awards celebrate their 40th anniversary, Thirsk shares rare, candid insights on resilience,
exploration, the urgent challenges facing our planet and why the University of Calgary has a
vital role to play.
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Q&A Astronaut Edition with Dr.
Robert Thirsk

Announcing the 2025 Arch Awards
Recipients

In the 40th year of the Awards, we
honour an extraordinary group whose
achievements reflect the bold spirit and
lasting impact of our community: Dr.
Hude Quan, PhD’98; Gordon
Hoffman, MEd’71, LLD’24; Nanette
Ho-Covernton, BSc(Eng)’87; Dr. Tyler
Williamson, BSc’05, MSc’07, PhD’11;
Dr. Pamela Farrell, PhD’23; Dr.
Chenhua Li, PhD’23; and Dr. Haruna
Dika, PhD’15. International Space Station.

Read Profiles Read Q&A

UCalgary Alum Rallies Community Through Pickleball

It's not every day you get to sit down
with a world-renowned thinker, let
alone one of just 642 people (that’s a
mere 0.000008% of humanity) who’ve
actually lived in space. So when we
had the chance to interview Dr. Robert
Thirsk, we channeled our inner Sean
Evans and dove into an interstellar
Q&A with Canada’s first astronaut to
complete a 188 day mission aboard the

In a city where long winters push people indoors, YYC Pickleball offers a vibrant space for
Calgarians to stay active year-round. Founded by Ivy Chan, BSc (Eng)’01, MBA’10, the facility
is about more than just courts: it’'s about community, built around one of the world’s fastest
growing sports.

What's on Deck?

Pride Flag Raising
Ceremony | Aug.25

Join us for UCalgary’s
2025 Pride Flag
Raising Ceremony. This
event marks the
commencement of
UCalgary Pride Week,
celebrating our
commitment to
inclusivity, diversity, and
the recognition of
LGBTQ2S+
communities.

Cold Garden Pride
Ball | Aug.30

Join us for the

2025 Cold Garden
Pride Ball: Glam on Tap
in collaboration with
UCalgary Alumni. This
open-air celebration
unites some of
Calgary’s most iconic
queens for a night of
high kicks, fierce looks,
and unforgettable
moments.

Learn More

Calgary Pride Parade
| Aug.31

UCalgary will once
again be participating in
the 2025 Pride Parade
with representation
from various faculties,
2SLGBTQA+ student
clubs and up to 200
walking participants.
Following the parade,
the Pride in the Park
festival is fun, free and
fabulous!

Notice of UCAA Board AGM

University of Calgary Alumni Association
Annual General Meeting | Sept.10

All UCalgary alumni are invited to the 2025 Annual
General Meeting of UCalgary Alumni Association
(UCAA) on Sept10 at NOON. Follow the link for
notice, details and to register.

More Information

UCalgary Alumni Exclusive Early Bird Offer for
Dinos Season Tickets

SEASON
TICKETS

CATCH ALL THE ACTION i
FOR AS LOW AS $50! K

Cheer on the Dinos with an early bird discount on
2025-26 season tickets for football, basketball,
volleyball, hockey, soccer and more — all leading
up to the 2026 U SPORTS Men’s Basketball Final 8
at the Jack Simpson Gymnasium. Use code
UCAIumni2025-26 at checkout to unlock your
alumni discount. *Offer valid until Sept. 30.

Get Your Tickets

Campus Connect

UCalgary Students Place Third Globally in Map the System Social Innovation
Competition
A team of five University of Calgary students and recent graduates have claimed 3rd place at
the 2025 Map the System Global Finals. This marks UCalgary's first-ever podium finish in the
esteemed international competition hosted by the University of Oxford.

Read More

Volunteer for Move-In Day, Aug.24
Volunteers will receive breakfast, lunch, snacks and water through out the day, they also
receive a residence move-in shirt along with a meal voucher that can be used at The Landing
anytime during 2025/2026 Academic year.

Read More

The Dino Dash Road Race is back on Sept.7
Dino Dash is a 5K or 10K road race featuring a fast and flat course around campus, along with
a fun post-race party at Foothills Track. There is also fun for the whole family with the Mini
Legends Track meet, for 5-10 year-olds, and stroller categories for the fast parents! Sign up
before Aug.23 to nab regular pricing.

Register Now

Upcoming Events and Programs

Aug.24 | Move-In Day

Aug.25 | Start of Fall Term

Aug.25 | Pride Week 2025: Campus Pride Flag Raising Ceremony

Aug.27 | CIH 7th Annual LGBTQ2S+ Lecture

Aug.29 | Dinos Kickoff XVII

Aug.30 | Cold Garden Pride Ball: Sunset Patio Drag Show

Aug.31| Calgary Pride Parade

Sept.7 | Dino Dash 2025

Sept.10 | University of Calgary Alumni Association Annual General Meeting
Oct.2-4 | Global Consortium of Entrepreneurship Centers (GCEC) Conference

Stay in Touch

e Update your contact information — Details

e Share a professional or personal milestone — Class Notes

e Get UCalgary AlumniNews sent to your Inbox — Subscribe

e Can’t remember when you read that story? — Find it in Archives
e Send us your comments, feedback and story ideas — Contact Us
e Subscribe to more UCalgary publications — Manage

University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB T2N 1N4
CANADA

alumni.ucalgary.ca

This message was sent to ryan.ohashil@ucalgary.ca because
you are listed as subscribed to receive email communications
from Office of Development and Alumni at the University of
Calgary.

Want to be removed? No problem, to unsubscribe from future

messages like this, or to update your personal preferences click
here.

000

© University of Calgary 2025
Privacy Policy



https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8nDR6CcAw9LjwO4Sm7MrLYsLSbH7WSVCRGtFSLADnDOQGh_DAdCS5dWAU-PAyEIzgE4=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8nDR6CcAw9LjwO4Sm7MrLYsLSbH7WSVCRGtFSLADnDOQGh_DAdCS5dWAU-PAyEIzgE4=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8nDR6CcAw9LjwO4Sm7MrLYsLSbH7WSVCRGtFSLADnDOQGh_DAdCS5dWAU-PAyEIzgE4=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lVBMyeewm8mNLaS_reaV43A1wvO0w-yzfveJh05JNWEe70qV3RvvgDeJQ47sEzBcU0=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lVBMyeewm8mNLaS_reaV43A1wvO0w-yzfveJh05JNWEe70qV3RvvgDeJQ47sEzBcU0=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lVBMyeewm8mNLaS_reaV43A1wvO0w-yzfveJh05JNWEe70qV3RvvgDeJQ47sEzBcU0=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lVrV7x4tRTFkHBZYJGjQ4C__Axi6B8SZdWpfkKlyq_J6ilDCPW7S4AZ0HzmFMJIdqc=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lVrV7x4tRTFkHBZYJGjQ4C__Axi6B8SZdWpfkKlyq_J6ilDCPW7S4AZ0HzmFMJIdqc=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lVrV7x4tRTFkHBZYJGjQ4C__Axi6B8SZdWpfkKlyq_J6ilDCPW7S4AZ0HzmFMJIdqc=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8UfVfINhTiNNCsxlxOiU41eF_unZBM2Yqgooj-N0xY1cCztMcA_gtfMTW8zFomLyhUg=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8UfVfINhTiNNCsxlxOiU41eF_unZBM2Yqgooj-N0xY1cCztMcA_gtfMTW8zFomLyhUg=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8UfVfINhTiNNCsxlxOiU41eF_unZBM2Yqgooj-N0xY1cCztMcA_gtfMTW8zFomLyhUg=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8r9bp2BWRk4ZDnlLQumh1P-r7bwC7DIXfiZB_qxvhKUOU39HJrKgsXGCo0STkDR-60s=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8r9bp2BWRk4ZDnlLQumh1P-r7bwC7DIXfiZB_qxvhKUOU39HJrKgsXGCo0STkDR-60s=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8r9bp2BWRk4ZDnlLQumh1P-r7bwC7DIXfiZB_qxvhKUOU39HJrKgsXGCo0STkDR-60s=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8ed7YgMvwIE530f-noMYWKRLw6fQq_EVfCFbvTyj_iVdUQ24yXUIo0kprAulue_-LGE=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8l-VOBvLcuwp3EI43lz3XpLzBZI1B2hRqAhBReHryoAC2SaoY9j2AstSTSOGvwcZZTo=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8l-VOBvLcuwp3EI43lz3XpLzBZI1B2hRqAhBReHryoAC2SaoY9j2AstSTSOGvwcZZTo=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8WsnA9GPfdUpo1q6inaJUfk8JOM1Bs3rF658aK7sUFdXPi_CN5xIuQxY9M8Qc5VgUFY=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8WsnA9GPfdUpo1q6inaJUfk8JOM1Bs3rF658aK7sUFdXPi_CN5xIuQxY9M8Qc5VgUFY=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8WsnA9GPfdUpo1q6inaJUfk8JOM1Bs3rF658aK7sUFdXPi_CN5xIuQxY9M8Qc5VgUFY=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lpUHKOOiPGanqQLqInrGCUYK7Ylb59hmPvWhQbPExCGRjJQyyfB0Tno5bIj_n9jhY0=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/ZVxoAWPUkRqrdPHYOPttM6S0r82OIHTzkYy3ZLPRtqQ=/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/bArLMlAx_9XWl-8ojfxLm2u6Q10ey7Z_OvmpdEflpzrH-KJ5pYUztUoAbCpEimMIMtd_5syDCQ70CztsCeJm6i0rtAACSU9aUrpxHqXAQED2htg7CjOER3GuOLU6IVHE/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/qRrMJDEUlv6ss-mBIC1z6oYxyNHdBjS0E8Awu8iNiECbOZyD8ok1KkhfCu6Z2Qgj/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/fG5-PlwEnZR-IoSdwCtjIsPeNZiAPvU4t-StyXWY5MqAkMMoWEdX0lFy4i1k4ST8T0PUCi4ExHDBgaMJiVgBVA==/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8SElR7SfUV_Pdgc1rWdrs_-CVFAFOgtBi59-rdhDe4rwIIYnYByOaiUhUl7KV8uVeTk=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/WhZcq50CsoLLiaLsfDq43h_dxDITzpI_kbojoeNQVBp0cTyKMJaFwEyXf4CxCWep/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/QSpnC7qFP77vgwIWLRqhEM6BsKDQMkAT3VWKNJRxkXk_j963NLlP2hfl8DJhdo5JKQkwvqrdffV2nXQX0xmrAzty9VaZVGKibGpZbQsXgFY=/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/v/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8dqbzQ-Vs0g1Gm4F0OL__gw_MfEohM7YjgkeRDiG2DVB_dfZt0RciRIg6CAvm4iDGPI=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/dc/apqyWjcR_DF_S23rbDboSB7WHXwYAseY2tqn6kbm_IE=/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8j_EXZilYdxuD_RBTQwAM4oqM7q1wA0LchgLTyvsnfLvvXxIu03GnKL765yerzU0NaA=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lNQRJJH9pnoOOgOHrFVNm_f3LxDBUsCXZAS3pEIc3BlMX00Oq7fJA0zW1sKqQqcd3U=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8lNQRJJH9pnoOOgOHrFVNm_f3LxDBUsCXZAS3pEIc3BlMX00Oq7fJA0zW1sKqQqcd3U=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8jIzJUWiX9hkoQ00Cw2OK1apVE-cETyKGw0AAPqD1QY-Wyddj98LUXGQ2nw1yvK5Vs8=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8iRQnPhialNPeYQH0oKecV1H0RxkqAATZ2aEej_2alzoh0v8qvW4u0HhDQeziGVysbg=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8iRQnPhialNPeYQH0oKecV1H0RxkqAATZ2aEej_2alzoh0v8qvW4u0HhDQeziGVysbg=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8u3zP5tjo_HLjdp615ZjxE2cSluduW6J1KLEzX8dgEW3i2yDT5G3xnsmfwofUhxdbIE=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8u3zP5tjo_HLjdp615ZjxE2cSluduW6J1KLEzX8dgEW3i2yDT5G3xnsmfwofUhxdbIE=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8vIIEzx7e66vhtY1fwnEPWG7ErTUG6EMe9UgPmvkC8IjSIEpoEvA2LsBE15JMqBdTlc=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8vIIEzx7e66vhtY1fwnEPWG7ErTUG6EMe9UgPmvkC8IjSIEpoEvA2LsBE15JMqBdTlc=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8qQgTHLsUtf3QXqD0nd4Spk7IPWn0ZZ16BnK1k1ph3nJcnSX6ZL8ftgJs-bSfueLVAQ=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8qQgTHLsUtf3QXqD0nd4Spk7IPWn0ZZ16BnK1k1ph3nJcnSX6ZL8ftgJs-bSfueLVAQ=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8vIIEzx7e66vhtY1fwnEPWG7ErTUG6EMe9UgPmvkC8IjSIEpoEvA2LsBE15JMqBdTlc=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8rmyhINZB_M_TTquEiuB4otfuI3fvr5Yy5V-FAHGiv4jOH01WyrzegBJ4OkWRV5F2MU=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8r9bp2BWRk4ZDnlLQumh1P-r7bwC7DIXfiZB_qxvhKUOU39HJrKgsXGCo0STkDR-60s=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8ur8tpEIgPEEHvy67GvmM3XZSqmcib1T7_8Hz3oTy-XFfbDZqFZAugFzoQg9t3asd_U=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8f-3vgWHp_uHCtIJAJSy5ILrH0V1NemrGufUTzCCJMyfNV3KlqSWlb-bAo21AMH4ZAs=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8ed7YgMvwIE530f-noMYWKRLw6fQq_EVfCFbvTyj_iVdUQ24yXUIo0kprAulue_-LGE=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8WsnA9GPfdUpo1q6inaJUfk8JOM1Bs3rF658aK7sUFdXPi_CN5xIuQxY9M8Qc5VgUFY=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8qQgTHLsUtf3QXqD0nd4Spk7IPWn0ZZ16BnK1k1ph3nJcnSX6ZL8ftgJs-bSfueLVAQ=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8nDR6CcAw9LjwO4Sm7MrLYsLSbH7WSVCRGtFSLADnDOQGh_DAdCS5dWAU-PAyEIzgE4=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8bhX-fIgGF_YLMTMm6NgjWoLTsUDVqHOk-HpS-5mJwaVZU4CUvBPAuyN-sOHJF2KuDE=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8qvbGu-0JX-Iu8aMEDe4qzVd3QxDWoU1cPbJlwLvKn8aBq0MFNxzkzX3sKw3NcFvvgk=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8vAc4VHlJ-SizJQkmoB-2jQHDnP5mJkAC9kxtGg5KIlhAjFWN9QYNsHjkPpI53gGM-M=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8S3JdHF7Z2K3oT7_GiXcemLiXdA8MG38DVrRVl3Ytc90qJiMs7XJqPik6V1WegiHg7o=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8qy5IUStUDS_polPBQT2OhojVTQwJ1jMOj8WBO0QKPVC0hubcqXCgHDCLrNwHfVgkRQ=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8tBylrAcXLGrS_ch729X6e34ixTF5vU7X6hZUYPBTPN8yydI_MmbXPzcCVzBcw_1uds=
https://em.ucalgary.ca/MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGcYkOi8oVGPCEPQXxpoYgELAbso2lrm8yuSSF0_LGXGLPsL7FQWtu9grjDkVXYTmlD5rjDxdI=

